GOD AND MAN

May the peace of God be with you. We need to erpdmid understand the special
relationship which can exist between man and God.hate been told that God existed
in the beginningless beginning, before creation, during that timeless period He knew
Himself. He knew Himself through Himself and onlydugh Himself because nothing
else existed, there was only God. God wanted taglsbmething into creation through
which He would also know Himself. Before He createdn, He created the world and
the angels, but there was no creation in whom Gatl breathed His essence, no such
creation existed. There were so many creations e who had been given its essence
from God, the essence through which God would neizegHimself.

When His intention to create such a being was kntwiine angels they objected,
“If You create this being he will dispute with Yole will argue with You, he will try to
tell You what is right and what is wrong. He wilsa be the cause of bloodshed and
killing in the world.”

God replied to the angels, “You do not understaha@tw am going to create, you
do not understand My essence.” Now most of the laragepted this, but one did not,
the one known as Satan. Interestingly, the angets woing the very thing they objected
to, they disputed God’s decision in exactly the wagy said man would dispute. The
point here is that, until it reaches that levelthivtg understands the next level, the level
above itself. We are bound by our limits, we canmuderstand beyond our limits. The
angels understood within their limits, arguing frohat capacity, just as they predicted

man would.
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God said He was going to create man with both ldigds, as scriptures tell us. This
means God intended to create man as part of Haicne using one hand, and with the
other hand He would also give man something of ldim8oth the illusory aspect of
creation and the reality of God exist within mant the only reality is God. Within His
creation we have the reality which is His essemmkeverything which is separate from
Him. Both have existed within us from the beginning

God also said He would create man as His viceatege earth. What does this
mean? God is the beginning and the end, the rementler of everything. To create a
vice-regent means creating a being who can commatidthe authority of the regent,
there must be some similarity between the vicesrtegad the regent. The angels did not
understand this when Adam was created. In the heginGod knew Himself, but He
knew Himself as if He were looking at a mirror vattt any backing. He knew Himself in
Himself and of Himself, but with the creation of mthere was now a backing on the
mirror, He knew Himself as other than Himself, etbaugh He alone exists. He knew
Himself through a reflection of Himself, that redteon contained by something within us,
something from Him.

Adam, a prophet and the first man, existed as &@ed human being. Even
though he had dominion over all creation, Adam dlsought he needed something
through which he could know himself. Just as God Wanted to know Himself, Adam
wanted to know himself. God, understanding thisdneeeated another being like Adam
so that together they could continue knowing thdwese their true selves.

What is the essence of the true self? The essdnte drue self is God. He gave

Adam more human beings to understand the truthuofam beings, the truth which is
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God. This is the mystery of God in man and man ad.GSince we were created with
both hands, in the world and in God, of the woritd af God, we have a divided
capacity. We can be like the world, we can be ¢heekt form existing in the world or we
can be unlike the world, we can be a true humamgydike Adam or Eve at the
beginning.

Why are we here? We are here so that God can logmzed, so that we can
recognize the glory of God, for His sake, in Hisnea Over all our generations, with the
actions of Adam’s progeny, this recognition hasnblest. We have not merely forgotten
or lost remembrance of the reason for our existeweehave also lost remembrance of
our capacity. It has been said the world existy daicause of certain holy beings, and
that is true. Yet we find so many other reasonactmunt for existence, we believe in so
many other possibilities.

Just listen to the politicians, what is their pergr do they talk of opportunities to
become a perfected human beitmteach the reality of God and man? No, theiroeas
for existence is to have a stable economy, to eduemployment, to raise or lower
taxes. We have not only forgotten reality, we havade illusion our reality, we call
something which is transient and illusory realntiee give our life to its promotion. We
refuse to pull back from this misconception, wausefto disengage it, lost in the world of
praise and blame, praise for ourself and blame oitvers, praise for our worldly
achievement, blame for the lack of worldly achieeam when in fact the only praise
belongs to Him.

The truth is, when blame comes we need to bless&fise, when praise comes we

need to hand it to Him in His name. We should usi@ed our place in things, where we
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came from, why we are here, what the purpose dcftexce is. If we cannot keep that
focus we stray from what is real, we lose contaith weality, we lose contact with His
gualities. As we become stronger in the world ammection to God becomes weaker.

There is work to do, understanding which needs dairtcorporated in our life,
priorities we have to put in focus. All this hasdo with the disclosure that God is within
us, He put something of Himself in us although s r@ot conscious of it, we have lost
touch with it. We talk about obstacles or veils—wvhee the veils hiding us from Him?
Everything that is not God, we create the veilseparation, we create the separations,
we are the separation. As long as we are only eamscof our individual entity,
concerned with thoughts of our own entity, diffdraeted from the exalted nature of our
Lord, we separate ourself from Him, a path thadse&o hell. What is hell? 1t is
separation from Him. What is heaven? It is comiloger to Him, oneness on the path to
Him. We need to focus on reality, we need to urtdars illusion; before we can
understand reality we have to understand illusitimerwise illusion will fool us, make us
think it is reality.

We are told to know ourself and we will know ourrloWho are we? Which part
of ourself are we in touch with? We have two pastsich part do we focus on? Are we a
mask, are we a mirror, do we reflect or are we ohgna this world of illusion just
waiting for someone to say, “You are a great dahe@r is our purpose to reflect His
grace, to reflect His glory, His ninety-nine namé#8 attributes are beyond count, His
qualities are beyond description, understanding Kibeyond worldly understanding.

If we think we understand in terms of the world, ave like the angels arguing with

God about what He intended to create. We becomerce fof darkness and illusion
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disputing God’s will, a vice-regent who says, “I dot want to be a vice-regent, | want to
be part of creation and give up my birthright. V@a better idea of myself, another idea.
This ‘1,’ this sense of self | am involved withtise greatest glory imaginable.”

If we try to imagine within the limits of what weepreive ourself to be, there is no
glory greater than we can imagine. If we go inte world of imagination we should try
to imagine what we do not know, imagine what wenocdnunderstand. We need to
imagine there is something beyond anything we drethmre is something beyond
anything we have tasted or grasped so far in ¢er linagine the qualities of God and
understand we are only beginning to touch the heli® garment, we are fortunate to
walk in the dust of His feet. Understand our pland His place, understand the intention
He has for us, the reason for our creation.

We need to keep thinking about this, when we do wetfall asleep. It makes no
difference whether we are in bed or walking arouhdll our consciousness lives in the
world we have fallen victim to its magnetism, itgphotism, the glittering lights of
illusion. If we are overwhelmed by them, overwhethemough to believe in them we call
them real, and then we have lost our bearing,dostbility to move forward, to see and
hear the truth.

These things sometimes sound difficult, sometimgsossible, but God is the One
who created us, He can make a blind man see, antwmahear, He can restore life to the
dead. When we live without knowledge of God, withaa attempt to know Him, we
have forgotten the reason for existence, a reasorhave to learn again, understand
again. We need to examine the inner things blockim@nd be rid of them, we have to

understand the difference between illusion andtyeale need to focus on reality.
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Pray that reality is our intention, that compass®nour intention, that mercy is our
intention, graciousness is our intention, pray Batl becomes our intention. He is the
plenitude we are capable of entering. We are heetederstand this meaning of life, this
reason for existence among all the reasons fotess. We have to focus on the truth,
know who we are, know what we are capable of andeno His direction.

The great saints and masters come to this workkasiples, mirrors for us to see
that aspect of ourself we have forgotten. They casa@ mirror for God, an anchor for
this world and a reason why it exists. They come e make sure that all the reasons
for the existence of the world do manifest. He ¢bat so that we can be like them, so

that we can know what it is like to be close to Him
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